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I. Orientation and Security
We began with an orientation and security briefing at the police station in the Lecce tourist office.  Orientation and cultural tour offered a great introduction to an otherwise unknown part of Italy and created a provocative first impression of the city.  The security briefing at the police station was necessary to orient and reassure students.  It gave them a point of reference if in trouble, which was crucial since we didn’t have a campus nor a big staff, ready to hand.  The briefing was psychologically invaluable as well because it immediately made the students feel at ease.  These services as well as the use of screening rooms and projector in historic buildings in Lecce were offered by the Office of the Mayor this year
II. Housing and Room Assignments
Housing arrangements in Lecce, Costa Amalfi, and Catania were great.  Both Centro Storico and Anfiteatro Bed and Breakfasts in Lecce provided impeccable service and optimal surroundings.  Centrally located in the heart of the old center, students were integrated into the city-life immediately.  Both B&Bs also provided free wireless internet access.  Students immediately felt at home.
Every morning, our rooms were cleaned, towels were changed, and breakfast was served.  A blessing and curse, this hospitality does have too much of a vacation feel and might convey an inappropriate message to students.  Next year we might cancel breakfast.  It is best if students stay in the same bed and breakfast, and that professors also stay with them.  The very best thing about this program, and the students unanimously agreed, was the intimate rapport created within and by the group.  This group dynamic was an essential aspect of the learning experience.
The Palermo Hotel location and service did not match up to the others.  It was not as aesthetically pleasing, was far from the city center, and wireless access was spotty at best.  For this reason, I have already secured other candidates near Teatro Massimo.

III. Programs, Film Screenings, and Excursions
Students attended all out-of-class activities with the exception of our last two days in Palermo when students were finishing their final projects.

A.  May 28:  Viewing the film Sud Est with Producer/Director Davide Barletti
A great introduction to Salento, Sud Est was screened on our first Monday evening.  The film is an avant-garde documentary about the South East railway culture, the train that has serviced Salento.  An engaging Q&A with the director followed.  Students made numerous references to this film in their ethnographic assignment, as well as their on-line journals.  Space in the Palazzo Turrisi and projection equipment were offered by the municipality.  
Very Successful
B.  May 29:  Pizzica and Tarantella Workshop at Anfiteatro B&B 
This was one of the most successful experiments and activities of the program.  Students wrote again and again not only about how much they enjoyed learning about the tradition of pizzica first hand—they had read De Martino’s classic 1961 study of the phenomenon for class—but also that it has served as a catalyst in breaking the initial anxiety and tension of the fist few days of the program, creating the most optimal, creative, and positive group dynamic.  It did exactly what it was designed to do.  This is how one student put it:
“This is a ritual from the past,” Giuseppe said, as our class stood on the terrace of the Amfiteatro Bed and Breakfast.  As we stood with our sunglasses on our faces and our hands on our hips, many of us blocked out his words and thought about ourselves, wondering “When do we get out of here?”  “Oh my gosh, why is it so hot up here!?” followed by, of course, “Oh my gosh, why is it so windy up here?!”  Just as rain began to fall, Giuseppe said, “The music is therapy.”
Once the rain passed, a rainbow appeared and Giuseppe invited us to dance.  Just as the rainbow seemed to undo the misery brought on by the rain, the dancing seemed to wash away our own grumpiness.  Almost immediately, worries of “My cell phone won’t work!” and “I did NOT pack clothes for rainy weather!” and “I wonder of those girls really do like me,” went away as everyone moved to the music.  Even the people who don’t like to dance, danced!

After attending numerous cheerleading camps, dance team camps, student council workshops, and of course, Welcome Week for NYU Freshman, I thought I had tried every icebreaker ever invented.  Pizzica dancing, though, I did not consider.  I’d prefer it over the M&M game any day.
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C. June 1:  Bus Excursion to the Cape of S.M. di Leuca

Our first organized excursion out of Lecce, down the Adriatic Coast to S.M. di Leuca, the tip of the heel of Italy, and up the Ionic coast to Castle Morciano di Leuca, with a late afternoon on the beach.  Students became familiar with the coastal geography of Salento.  They stood in awe on the coast south of Otranto, watching the mountains of Albania and a Greek Island visible on the horizon.  A day after a lecture on immigration into Salento, the students saw with their own eyes the proximity of this part of the “West,” of Europe, and Italy to the “East.”  They understood why Salento has been the “gateway” to the East, and “passageway” to the West, the “land’s end” for the crusaders and pilgrims to the holy land.
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D.  Meeting with Luigi Chiriatti and viewing the film Cannizzaro on the New Pizzica in 
Charles V’s Castle
Luigi Chiriatti, a foremost specialist on Salentine folk culture spoke to the students about the ways in which the new global market is interacting with local forms of culture in Salento.  Several students used the film and Chiriatti’s talk as source material for their final research project.  
E.  Excursion to the Amalfi Coast and the Trajan’s Arch in Benevento
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F.  Event at the Masseria with the Fellows of ART RES
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G. Botanical Garden, Palermo
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H.  Boat Excursion to the Grottos
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I. Taormina, Aciteraza, Acicastelo
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IV.  In-Class Guest Lectures and Workshops

In addition to the educational partners above, the following guest lecturors made presentations and conducted discussions with students in connection with our course reading.

1.  Samuela Pagani lectured in connection with Natalie Zeamon Davis’s Leo Africanos 
2.  Professor Giovanna Gallo lectured in connection with In an Antique Land

3.  Alessandra Pomarico presented with Immigration in Puglia and Italy

4.  Monica Ruoco spoke in connection with Islam and Modernity

5.  Furio Biagini lectured in connection with From Colonialism to the Jewish Question

6.  We also had an Immigration Workshop at the Beneditini Monastery and Library, 

     in Catania, Sicily.
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One of our students, Kara Vanni captured the dimensionality of her experience in Southern Italy in this way:

One of the most important lessons I have learned while 
living in southern Italy is that the people here are so eager 
to learn about us in addition to our desire to learn about 
them. 
I believe this has something to do with the fact that southern Italy, and in particular Salento, is not an incredibly 
touristy place and the locals are interested in learning about 
why we are here as well. That is the beauty of studying abroad and something that is imperative for us all to remember. 
This experience is not just about us, but it is about everyone 
who is surrounding us as well. They are welcoming us with 
open arms and we need to open our minds and hearts just as much.  This was a fabulous project and one that I will continue 
as I embark on my three month journey through Europe. 
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